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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------.......
101-1299 28 February 1991 Washington, D C
PRAYER. "Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to prohibit
individual or group prayer in public schools or other public institutions.
No person shall be required by the United States or by any State to participate
in prayer." This is the basic text of legislation I have again introduced
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States pertaining
to prayer. This effort to allow persons assembled in public buildings to
offer prayer is one I have undertaken since first coming to Congress in 1965.
Public prayer has been a freedom that citizens of this country have
enjoyed since the very beginning of our heritage until the Supreme Court's
decision in 1963 which forbade this practice. Our daily sessions here in
Congress begin with a prayer -- many public convocations begin with a prayer
-- and certainly in these troubled times .no one can argue as to the need
for prayer in our society.
It is my belief that the faith we have shown as a nation is the main
reason we have grown so great and so prosperous. I feel that a sincere
recognition of our dependence on the power of prayer will always bring us
through any crisis our nation faces.
This is why I support and encourage efforts to amend the Constitution,
why I feel Congress should speak on this matter, and why I will continue
to propose this legislation as long as I remain in Congress or until it is
favorably disposed.
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SBA TREA'l'KEHT OF LOANS TO RESERVISTS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY. The Small Business
Administration has advised me that they will be applying more lenient rules
in dealing with borrowers who are having difficulty because of the Persian
Gulf conflict. The agency Administrator, Susan Engeleiter, said when making
this statement that "Americans who have been called to active military duty
because of Operation Desert Storm should not have to worry about defaulting
on their SBA loans ... and ought to be able to devote their full attention
and energy to its successful conclusion."
The SBA directive surpasses what is required under the Soldiers' and
Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940. Under that law, interest rates charged
to civilian reservists called to active military duty on loans incurred before
their call-up must be reduced to 6% during the period of active duty, if
the borrower requests it. It also declares a moratorium on foreclosure actions
against these borrowers during their active duty and for up to· three months
afterwards. The law applies only to individuals and sole proprietorships,
not to corporations or partnerships.
The leniency program applies to borrowers whose loans are serviced
by the SBA, including disaster loans, direct business loans and loans purchased
from conventional lenders by the SBA. The liberalized rules will not: apply
to most conventional loans guaranteed by the SBA because the agency cannot
compel commercial lenders to adopt an approach more lenient than that required
by the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act.
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SBA field offices have been instructed to review repayment problems
on a case by case basis in an effort to provide reasonable assistance to
help borrowers through their crisis. For more information about the leniency
program contact either your nearest SBA office or call the SBA Answer Desk
at l-800-U-ASK-SBA. Do remember, though, that to take advantage of the
liberalized rules it will be up to you to initiate this inquiry since SBA
loan records do not reflect the military status of its borrowers.
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HELP OUR VETERANS WHEN THEY RETURN HOME. As our brave soldiers, sai lors
and airmen seek to bring an end to the conflict in the Persian Gulf, they
contribute another valorous chapter to the tradition of the American serviceman
as the bearer of freedom. When these troops return home some of these patriots
may require assistance from the Veterans Administration, and although the
VA has historically provided timely action on benefit claims~ it has in recent
years become more common for delays to occur.
To address this problem I am co-sponsoring legislation to ensure that
the VA adopts standards of timeliness for the different stages of the claims
process. This legislation, entitled the Veterans' Claims Administrative
Equity Act of 1991, establishes the following standards:
1.) an original claim should be decided within 180 days;
2.) when a veteran files a notice of disagreement with an original
decision, the case should be sent to the Board of Veterans Appeals
with in 180 days;
3.) where the department fails to meet a deadline, the veteran will
be paid interim benefits until a decision is made.
There is a saying that justice delayed is justice denied. The
commitment currently being made by our troops merits the recognition provided
by this measure. We owe this to them, and it's an effort of which I'm proud
to be a part.
1/ 1/
ALL AMERICAN CITY AWARD COMPETITION. The AAC program of the National Civic
League and sponsored by The Allstate Foundation is now accepting applications
for the 1991 awards program. This is the nation's oldest and one of the
most respected community recognition programs. It annually honors those
who work together to solve community problems through action at the local
level by working to strengthen the civic infrastructure of a community.
Just as every community has a physical infrastructure of roads, bridges,
airports and buildings, it also has an equally important civic infrastructure
which is vitally important to its future. Civic infrastructure is the social
and political fabric of a community, including how its decisions are made,
how citizens interact with one another and governmental institutions, and
how challenges to the community are met.
Towns, cities, counties, neighborhoods, chambers of commerce, and citizen
organizations are invited to submit applications. More detailed information
and forms may be obtained by calling 1-800-223-600h or writing to the National
Civic League at 1445 Market Street, Suite 300, Denver, Colorado 80202-1728.
Completed applications must be returned to the National Civic League on or
before 11 April 1991. Winning communities will be announced in San Antonio
on 8 June 1991 by The Allstate Foundation.
As an All American City Award finalist or winner, communities have
a unique opportunity to market themselves among internal and external
audiences, using the designation to focus public attention on the advantages
of the community. All the communities of the 15th District would, I feel,
make excellent candidates and deserve the recognition this honor would afford.
If interested, do participate.
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